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Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: the "Related 
Application" data should be updated to provide the most current status (e.g. US Patent 
Number). 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Edwards 
et al (5,588,960). 

As shown in Figure 2, Edwards et al disclose a catheter assembly comprising a 
catheter tube (26) having an operative element (i.e. distal tip 22b) including a plurality of 
fluid-conveying ports through the various electrodes (41). A manifold body (67) is 
carried within the catheter and includes a single main fluid junction (71) coupled to a 
fluid source external to the catheter. Multiple branch fluid junctions (98) are each 
coupled to a fluid port (41a) for delivery of a fluid through conveying ports on the 
electrode. With regard to claim 3, the recitation of conveying an "irrigation fluid" is 
deemed intended use since the device is not specifically connected to an irrigation 
source to enable the function. The Edwards et al device delivers an agent to tissue, 
which agent may also be deemed an "irrigant". The method of making the device, 
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including placing the manifold within the catheter body, is intuitive to the Edwards et al 
disclosure. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Lafontaine (6,989,009) disclose a cryo-catheter that includes a 
manifold means at the distal end of the catheter. Vanney (2005/0004565) discloses a 
catheter with a distal manifold for distributing fluid to various fluid outlets (see Figures 
5-10). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Peffley whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4770. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 6am-3pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Linda Dvorak can be reached on (571) 272-4764. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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